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the time lias arrived when, in order to restore tlie
finances of India and prevent them drifting into hope-
less embarrassment, it is absolutely essential that the
policy of " rigid economy in every branch in the public
service/' which has been recently announced by the
Government, should be carried out with promptitude
and thoroughness. The necessity for this economy
being fully admitted, it will naturally be asked,
What are the measures which have been proposed
by the Government to insure it ? After what has been
said with regard to public works, no detailed refer-
ence need be made to the contemplated reductions in
this branch of the expenditure. During the present
year the expenditure on public works is to be re-
duced from 4,599,000/., its amount in 1878-79 to
3,500,000?., and, as previously stated, the amount
which is to be borrowed for public works in succeed-
ing years is to be limited to 2,500,000?., with the
proviso that the entire amount required is to be raised
in India. Considering the large public works estab-
lishments which exist in India, and the heavy sums
which will be required to provide pensions for the
engineers and others for whom, under the reduced
scale of expenditure/ no employment will be avail-
able, and also bearing in mind the serious loss that
may be incurred in having suddenly to abandon
works which are approaching completion, it may